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Annex A – Basis 
for IUU Fishing 
Risk Analysis



Not a listed IUU vessel Listed IUU vessel

Foreign Vessel Seeking Entry into a U.S. Port:
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No suspicion of IUU 
fishing Suspect IUU Fishing

Foreign Vessel Seeking Entry into a U.S. Port:
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Results of Advanced Arrival Screening



Not an IUU listed vessel IUU listed vessel

No Suspicion 
of IUU 

Fishing

Suspect IUU 
Fishing

Vessel 
allowed port 

entry

Vessel 
allowed port 

entry 

Deny port entry 
and report

Vessel can only be 
allowed port entry 
for inspection and 
port services must 

be denied

Results of Advanced Arrival Screening

Port authorization / denial must be communicated to the vessel or its 
representative.

Port denials must also be communicated to the flag State and other relevant 
entities in accordance with the PSMA.



Prioritizing Inspections
• Vessels denied entry or port use  
• Requests from other relevant Parties, States, or 

RFMOs
• Clear grounds for suspecting IUU fishing or fishing-

related activities 



Sample Risk Matrix (NEAFC)
RISK 5 4 3 2 1

Flag 
State

FS 1
FS 2

FS 6
FS 7

Other 
FS 

FS 8
FS 9

FS 3
FS 4
FS 5

Species Tuna 1
Tooth fish

Mackerel
Tuna 2

Shark 1
Tuna 3

Other tunas
Other sharks

Other species

Fishing 
grounds

HS no RFMO
Unknown

CS 1, 2, 3
RFMO 1

CS 4
RFMO 2

CS 5, 6 CS 7, 8 
RFMO 3, 4

Tracking 
equipment

No VMS eq.
No AIS eq.

AIS/VMS eq. 
but no data

AIS data Limited VMS
data

VMS data

Vessel
information

No data or 
information 
available

Data from 
prev. insp. w/ 

infring.

Data from 
prev. insp. no 

infring.

Basic data 
from FS

Data from FS 
and prev.
insp. no 
infring.



Sample Risk Matrix
• 5 to 10 = inspection not a priority

• 11 to 15 = moderate priority

• 16 to 20 = high priority

• 21 to 25 = mandatory inspection



Sample Risk Matrix
Vessel 1 Vessel 2 Vessel 3

Flag 
State

Country 2    5 Country 5 1 Others    3

Species Tooth fish    5 Other sharks 
2

Mackerel     4

Fishing 
grounds

Unknown    5 CS 6             
2

RFMO 2       3

Tracking 
equipment

No AIS/VMS 
5

VMS data    1 AIS data
3

Vessel
information

No data nor
information

5

Basic data 
from FS        

2

Data insp. w/ 
infring.   4

Risk total 25 8 17



Not an IUU listed vessel IUU listed vessel

No suspicion 
of IUU fishing

Suspect IUU 
Fishing

Vessel 
allowed port 

entry

Vessel 
allowed port 

entry and 
conduct 

inspection

Deny port 
entry and 

report

Vessel allowed port 
entry for inspection 
and port services 
must be denied

Inspections must be 
conducted in in accordance 
with PSMA Annex B and the 
required PSMA Inspection 
form must be completed

Must 
inspect!

Want to 
inspect

Lowest 
priority

Example: Prioritizing Inspections



Questions?
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